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from the desired island, though they had imagined
themselves separated from it by a thousand or
more.
The boat had touched land on the southern
coast, which Fritz and Frank did not know at all,
the other side of the mountain range which they
had seen for the first time when they came out
into the Green Valley. Who could have dreamed
that there could be such an amazing difference in
the nature of the soil and its products between the
rich country to the north of the range and the arid
plateau which extended from the peak to the sea ?
Now they could understand the arrival of the
albatross on the other side of the cliff. After Jenny
Montrose's departure the bird had probably returned
to Burning Rock, whence it flew sometimes to the *
shore of New Switzerland, though it had never gone
either to Falconhurst or Rock Castle.                . ,
What a big part the faithful bird had played in
their salvation! It was to him that they owed
the discovery of that second cavern into whici
little Bob had followed him, and, as a consequence,
the finding of the passage which came out on the
top of the cliff.
The conversation lasted far into the night.   But
at last fatigue overcame them, and they slept.
But at early dawn they took some food and set out
again In high spirits.
Besides -the traces of a fire in the cave? the little "